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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A communication contents certification system for certifying 
certificating th e contents of an electronic mail communicated between two or more party 
communication terminals and two or more attorney communication terminals through a network 
t e lecommunication line , the communication contents certification system comprising: 

a communication contents certification apparatus having communication contents 
receiving means for receiving said electronic mail, communication contents storage means for 
storing the contents of said electronic mai^ received by said communication contents receiving 
means, and communication contents transmission means for transmitting said electronic mail A 
having the contents stored by s aid communication content s s torage means and charging means 
for charging a fee associated with use of the communication contents certification apparatus ; 

a first party communication terminal coupled to the for communicating said electronic 
mail with said communication contents certification apparatus; 

a second party communication terminal coupled to the for communicating said electronic 
mail with said communication contents certification apparatus; 

a first attorney communication terminal coupled to the for communicating the electronic 
mail with said first party by way of said communication contents certification apparatus 
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concerning the contents of said electronic mail communicated between said first party 
communication t e rminal and s aid s e cond party communication temiina l;_and 

a second attorney communication terminal coupled to the for communicating the 
electronic mail with said second party by way of said communication contents certification 
apparatus , wherein: concerning the contents of said electronic mai l communicated between said 
second party communication terminal and said first party communication terminal; and 

the electronic mail is transmitted from the first party communication terminal to the first 
attorney communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed to the communication 
contents certification apparatus and the communication contents certi fication apparatus obtains 
authentication information for the electronic mail and stores the contents of the electronic mail 

the electronic mail is transmitted from the first attorney communication terminal to the 
first party communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed to the communication 
contents certification apparatus and the communication contents certification apparatus confirms 
the authentication information for the electronic mail and stores the contents of the electroni c 
mail, 

the electronic mail is transmitted from the first party communication terminal to the 
second party communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed to the 
communication contents certification apparatus and the communication contents certification 
apparatus confirms the authentication information for the electronic mail and stores the contents 
of the electronic mail, 

the electronic mail is transmitted from the second party communication terminal to the 
second attorney communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed to the 
communication contents certification apparatus and the communication contents certification 
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apparatus confirms the authentication information for the electronic mail and stores the contents 
of the electronic mail, 

the electronic mail is transmitted from the second attorney communication terminal to the 
first party communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed to the communication 
contents certification apparatus and the communication contents certification apparatus confirms 
the authentication information for the electronic mail and stores the contents of the electronic 
mail and 

the charging means for performin g perform charge processing to said first and second 
parties, and said first and second attorneys, for use of said communication contents certification 
apparatus. 

2. (currently amended) The communication contents certification system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein a screen on said first party communication terminal by mean s of the first party 
communication terminal includes a GUI (Graphic User Interface) having a compris e s a party 
button display section for selecting electronic mail communication with the said-second party 
communication terminal and an attorney button display section for selecting electronic mail 
communication with the said-first attorney communication terminal, 

wherein and said the first party communication terminal is adapted to transmit the 
electronic mail as a function of input to the GUI, can sel e ct any one of said both electronic 
tran s mis s ions by use of an operation d e vice. 
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3. (currently amended) The communication contents certification system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the contents of said the electronic mail relate to a are th e infonnation conc e rning the 
contract matter between the said-first party and said the second party. 

4. (currently amended) The communication contents certification system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the saM-first and second party communication terminals are adapted to transmit that 
receive s aid electronic mail transmit the reception confirmation information fef indicating 
reception of the that said electronic mail has be e n r e c e ived by e l e ctronic mail , 

and the said-communication contents receiving means further receives said the reception 
confirmation information transmitted from the said first and second communication terminals, 

and said the communication contents storage means further stores said -the reception 
confirmation information received by said communication cont e nts receiving m e ans . 

5. (currently amended) The communication contents certification system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the said-electronic mail is jhat has been encrypted i s transmitted . 

6. (currently amended) The communication contents certification system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said-the communication contents certification apparatus further comprises party 
identification means for identifying a communication terminal from which the electronic mail 
was transmitted, s e nd e r of said transmitt e d e lectronic mail . 

7. (currently amended) A communication contents certification method for c e rtificating 
certifying the-contents of an electronic mail communicated between two or more p arty 
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communication terminals and two or more attorney communication terminals through a network 
tel e communication line wher e in comprising : 

communication contents certification mean s that is capable of communication with a fir s t 
party communication t e rminal, a s e cond party communication t e rminal, a first attorn e y 
communication terminal and a second attorney communication terminal by electronic mail and 
capable of s toring the cont e nts of said e l e ctronic mail for e v e ry communication is us e d , 

•^ transmitting the electronic mail from a first party communication terminal to said 
e l e ctronic mail d e stined for said_ a first attorney communication terminal such that the electronic 
mail is routed through a transmitted from said first party communication terminal is received by 
means of said first attorn e y communication t e rminal by way of said communication contents 
certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail; 

^ transmitting the- said electronic mail d e stin e d for said first party communication 
terminal tran s mitted from said the first attorney communication terminal to the i s received by 
m e ans of said first party communication termina l such that the electronic mail is routed through 
the by way of s aid communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores 
the electronic mail; 

3) transmitting the said-electronic mail destin e d for said second party communication 
t e rminal transmitt e d from said the first party communication terminal to a is receiv e d by m e ans 
of s aid second party communication termina l such that the electronic mail is routed through- by 
way of said the communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the 
electronic mail; 

4) transmitting the said electronic mail d es tin e d for said se cond attorn e y communication 
terminal transmitt e d from said the second party communication terminal to a second attorney 
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communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed through is received by means of 
said second attorney communication terminal by way of said the communication contents 
certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail; and 

§) transmitting the electronic mail from the second attorney communication terminal to 
the destined for said first party communication termina l such that the electronic mail is routed 
through the communication contents certification apparatus , that authenticates and stores the 
electronic mail 

8. (currently amended) The communication contents certification method as claimed in claim 7, 
wherein the contents of s-aM the electronic mail relate to are4he information concerning ath« 
contract matter between the said first party and said the second party. 

9. (currently amended) A computer-readable information recording medium that is adapted to 
store a computer program comprising: an information recording m e dium used for a 
communication contents certification apparatus for certificating the contents of an electronic 
mail communicat e d b e tw e en party communication t e rminal s and attorney communication 
terminals through a telecommunication line, having a program to perform a function wherein: 

j 4program code for transmitting electronic mail from a first party communication 
terminal to a s aid electronic mail destined for said first attorney communication termina l such 
that the electronic mail is routed through a transmitted from said first party communication 
terminal is stored in said communication contents certification apparatus , that authenticates and 
stores the electronic mail; and also transmitted to said first attorn e y communication t e rminal 
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3^- prograni code for transmitting the said-electronic mail destined for said first party 
communication t e rminal tran s mitted from the said first attorney communication terminal to the i s 
stored in said communication contents certificati on a pparatus and also transmitted to s aid first 
party communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed through the communication 
contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail; 

^ program code for transmitting the said-electronic mail de s tin e d for said s e cond party 
communication terminal transmitted from thesaid first party communication terminal to a is 
stored in said communication contents certification apparatus and also transmitted to said second 
party communication terminal siich that the electronic mail is routed through the communication 
contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail; 

4) program code for transmitting the electronic mail destined for said s econd attorney 
communication t e rminal transmitt e d from the said-second party communication terminal is 
s tored in said comm u nication contents certification apparatus and al s o transmitted to asaid 
second attorney communication terminal such that the electronic mail is routed through the 
communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail; 
and 

54 program code for transmitting the electronic mail destined for s aid fir s t party 
communication t e rminal transmitted from the said-second attorney communication terminal is 
stored in said communication contents certification apparatus and also transmitted to said- the 
first party communication termina l such that the electronic mail is routed through the 
communication contents certification apparatus, that authenticates and stores the electronic mail 
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